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Press Release

FOr Immediate Release
NeighborWorks® HomeOwnership Center Opens in Dallas, Texas

One-Stop Shop Links Homebuyers and Owners with Counselors, Lenders, Insurance, Real Estate and Contracting Professionals

Dallas, Texas—Business & Community Lenders (BCL) of Texas opens their doors today as a newly appointed NeighborWorks Homeownership Center that will help unlock home-ownership opportunities for Dallas and Fort Worth new homebuyers and provide valuable assistance to current homeowners.

The Dallas NeighborWorks® HomeOwnership Center, located at 1322 Record Crossing Road, provides access under one roof to a wide range of services and training that will help customers find, purchase, insure and maintain their homes. Today, there are 100 NeighborWorks® Homeownership Centers nationwide; the new Dallas location is the 1st in the DFW metroplex.  BCL of Texas is one of more than 225 community-based NeighborWorks® organizations, America’s oldest national nonprofit affordable-housing and community-development support organization.

“Through the Dallas NeighborWorks® HomeOwnership Center,  BCL of Texas will be able to significantly increase access to home-ownership services for area residents,” said Jan McNerney, Director of Homeownership for BCL. “Over the next five years, we project educating 300 families and generating $4,000,000 in mortgage financing. These are critical steps toward stabilizing our community, increasing home values, and helping lower-income families build their financial assets.”

The Dallas NeighborWorks® HomeOwnership Center is administered by BCL of Texas. The center has a paid professional staff and volunteers from the lending, real estate, insurance and home-improvement industries. Services and products provided through the center include:
· homebuyer education courses

· individualized prepurchase counseling (including repairing or establishing credit)

· affordable first-mortgage financing

· affordable second-mortgage financing for down payments, closing costs or renovations

· Access to real estate agents and services, insurance services and contractor referral and construction monitoring

· neighborhood tours and links to neighborhood organizations, associations and leaders

· and postpurchase counseling, leadership development, budget and credit management and delinquency-prevention strategies 

For more information on BCL of Texas, go to www.bcloftexas.org or call one of our Homeownership Specialists at 214-688-7456. 

###

About BCL of Texas
Established in 1990 as a statewide not-for-profit Certified Development Corporation, BCL of Texas successfully promotes business and community development and provides business capital and commercial real estate loans throughout Texas. True to its mission to create jobs through business development, BCL of Texas has helped to create jobs for more than 4,400 Texans. In addition to providing businesses with counseling and technical assistance, BCL of Texas originates, underwrites, processes, closes and services business loans to healthy, growing businesses. The organization also offers homeownership program, helping customers remain responsible and successful homeowners. For more information go to www.bcloftexas.org.
